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Welcome to the first edition of our English newsletter. 

A newsletter full of new information and ideas to help 

your child become a better reader and writer.  

Reading Every Day... 

CREATES lifelong readers  

TEACHES children to find adventure, answers and ideas through books  

STRENGTHENS relationships and creates memories within a family activity  

OPENS DOORS through which children can learn about themselves 

AWAKENS children to the world around them  

ALLOWS a child’s imagination to blossom  

GIVES children the tools to be a successful writer  

BUILDS a diverse and more interesting vocabulary 

OFFERS comfort and escape during times of trouble—feel 

good factor  

Phonics news! 

In September, we introduced a new phonics scheme across the school. It is called 

‘Little Wandle’ and it will enhance our whole school teaching of phonics and 

ensure consistency across the school. 

For more information, please click on the link below. 

The link will provide you with Reception and Year 1 

teaching programme overviews as well as video clips and 

guides on how to teach the sounds. The scheme also 

covers letter formation. A useful guide is available on 

how to teach capital letters correctly. It also provides 

information on how we teach tricky words and blending. 

Although this is primarily aimed at Reception and Year 

One children, our Year Two children also follow the 

scheme in the Autumn Term to recap their phonics, helping them to become more 

fluent in their reading and writing. 

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Our School Reading Tree 

To highlight the importance of reading in our school, we plan to 

design and make a reading tree in the entrance hall with the 

children over the coming weeks. Each branch will celebrate an area 

of reading.  

We need your help!  

We would like one of the branches to  display children’s book 

reviews. Templates are available on the school website. Your child 

can choose to  write their book review on one of these templates 

or can choose another way to display their work.  

On another branch, we  would love to see you reading. What unusual places can 

you be caught reading? In a tree, in the bath, upside down! 

Send any book reviews and ‘Caught reading’ photos’ into school via your child’s 

Tapestry account.  

Exciting new reading initiatives coming up! 

Mystery Readers 

We need your help with a top secret mission this year. You have the opportunity to 

participate in a Mystery Read! We are searching for volunteers to read 

to the class throughout the year. All we ask is that you bring in and 

read aloud a favourite picture book to the class. This will help share a 

LOVE of reading to all the children. Because this is a MYSTERY, we would 

like all information to be kept secret from your child, including the date 

you are coming and the picture book you will be reading. If you would 

like to join in with the mystery, but need help choosing a book, we are 

happy to help. Your child’s class teacher/s will be contacting you shortly 

via Tapestry to let you know which day of the week it will be. Further 

information to follow. 

Afternoon read 

We are excited to announce that we are able to start up our afternoon reads again! 

The afternoon reads will be held in your child’s classroom. 

• Reception classes—Tuesdays at 2.45pm (starting on Tuesday 9th November) 

• Year One and Two classes—Wednesdays at 2.45pm (starting on Wednesday 10th 

November) 

You will be able to share a book with your child (and maybe a few friends) 

throughout that time. We politely ask that if toddlers are to attend then they stay 

on laps please! If you have children in more than one class then we ask that you 

alternate children! We look forward to seeing you! 

Meet Oswald! 

We cannot stress enough the importance of reading with your child at 

home each day. If your child reads 5 days in a row and this is clearly 

marked in the reading trails, and is able to talk about the books that 

they have read, they will receive a reading champion sticker and be put 

into a draw to receive ’Oswald’ the reading owl. Your child will be able 

to borrow ’Oswald’ for the weekend. They can then share stories 

together. Each class has an ‘Oswald’ the reading owl. It is important to 

write entries in the reading trails when you have heard your child read as your 

child can also gain additional stickers, certificates and book prizes. 

 



Writing 

Throughout the last year, story writing in our school has been taught with The 

Write Stuff approach by Jane Considine. We call this ‘Fantastics’ writing in our 

school. It follows a method called "Sentence Stacking" which refers to the fact that 

sentences are stacked together chronologically and organised to engage children 

with short, intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to 

their own writing. An individual lesson is based on one plot point with sentence 

models, broken into learning chunks. Each learning chunk has three sections: 

Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a 

sentence. This may include a picture stimulus, video clip or drama opportunity. 

Model section – the teacher models a sentence that outlines clear writing features 

and techniques including new vocabulary and punctuation. It is within this section 

that children see inside the teacher’s ‘writing brain’. They will see teachers keep, 

reject and sharpen ideas.  

Enable section – the children write their own sentence, following the model. 

Through the initiate, model and enable sections the 

children have access to the ‘writing rainbow’ which 

provides the children with three zones of writing. 

Children are given ‘Experience Days’ throughout a unit to 

enhance their imaginations and further improve their 

writing. For example, this may be a drama lesson, a 

cookery lesson, a local visit or a science experiment linked 

to a story — the list is endless!  

Year 2 have started using ‘Fantastics’ writing for non-fiction. Year One and 

Reception are due to start non-fiction using this method from the Spring Term 

onwards. 

 

Spotlight on Year 2 
This term, Emerald and Topaz classes have enjoyed writing the story of 

‘Toby and the Great Fire of London’ based on their Great Fire of London 

topic. Their experience days included BBC Drama sessions on the Great Fire 

of London, a bucket challenge focusing on working together and 

collaboration, making salt dough rolls for the role play areas and real pitta bread to 

take home and eat! Below is an example of a writing book showing the children’s 

chotting (jotting and talking/sharing ideas) on the ‘thinking side’ and the ‘writing 

side’ together with a photograph of Emerald Class display showing the Sentence 



Autumn writing opportunities 

Why not try some of these at home? Post any completed activities onto Tapestry so that 

we can share them with the class. We will choose a few to go in our next newsletter! 

Autumn 

Make a list of nouns, 

verbs and adjectives 

on an Autumn 

walkabout outside! 

How many of each can 

you think of? 

Write down a list of 

Autumn colours that you 

can see. Think of some 

unusual ones like 

maroon, amber, etc.  

Write a senses poem 
about Autumn:` 

I can see… 
I can smell… 
I can taste…  
I can feel…  
I can hear... 

Write a recipe for pumpkin 

soup. Make up your own 

weird and wonderful recipe. 

What is the strangest 

ingredient you can include? 

Look at Autumn Leaves 

(onceuponapicture.co.uk)  

Describe the picture 

using the vocabulary 

builder.  

Choose a nursery rhyme 

tune and see if you can 

write an Autumn song to 

go with that tune! Can 

you make it rhyme? 

Try some writing outdoors! Can 

you use chalk on the ground, 

sticks in mud to write a message 

for someone, paint brushes with 

water on the patio? 

A note from Mrs Fairbairn 

I hope you find that this first edition of the newsletter is helpful and  

gives you details of some of the new, exciting things we are currently 

doing in school. 

If you have any suggestions on what to include in the next edition, or any 

questions, then please contact me via the school office email address. 

Happy reading and writing! 

Mrs Fairbairn (English Lead) 

 

Christmas book recommendation 

My son LOVED the story ‘The dinosaur that 

pooped Christmas’ when he was little! We all secretly still 

love it!  It is about a boy who is really greedy and wants 

everything for Christmas until Santa gives him a dinosaur 

egg and then things get very messy! 

 

Written by: Tom Fletcher and Dougie Poyter  

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/autumn-leaves/
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/autumn-leaves/

